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From The PreSideNT
The Value of a diabetes educator
The true value of our specialty as diabetes educators is sometimes hidden. We are the buried treasure on an island in a vast ocean of hospitals, clinics, and health care systems. Study after study shows that what we do has positive impact on the people we serve and the health care system, but that benefit is often underutilized. here are just a few value propositions we must continue to disseminate to the key stakeholders in diabetes care to ensure the provision of clinically beneficial and cost-effective services.
We Bring Value for Our Employers and Patients
Within a short period of time, we can unravel complicated glucose scenarios, uncover amazing facts or fallacies about clinical presentations, and move the needle on outcomes in otherwise recalcitrant diabetes dilemmas. in our daily job as diabetes educators, we contribute much, document quietly, and go on to the next patient or task, then repeat. We must be vocal about our value and outcomes to providers, payors, and the systems or communities we work in. At AAde, we are proactively working to elevate and market diabetes educators/specialists/advanced practice managers as quality driven, effective, irreplaceable, and unique team members in diabetes care, education, and management. We have ongoing projects and initiatives with many key partners at the national level such as the CdC, CmS, AmA, AACe, AdA, endo Society, JdrF, and many more.
We Are Key Members of the Diabetes Care Team
everything we do has a direct impact on patient care, and we often have the information needed to advise others on the best line of treatment. Unfortunately, we can sometimes be siloed by fragmented communications and challenging payment/reimbursement systems. We must be the ones to make the connections and build bridges with providers, endocrinologists, and others on the diabetes care team. And being the best means that we have the clinical expertise and education to match. We recognize it is up to us to gain the insight needed to offer the best in care, whether that means becoming a certified diabetes educator or board certified advanced diabetes manager or staying ahead of the curve with state-of-the-art continuing education. The AAde annual conference and educational offerings are a good place to keep updated.
We Drive and Interpret Data many of your patients are already using technology to manage their diabetes. From mobile apps to continuous glucose monitoring devices, we now have a variety of technology at our fingertips to offer truly individualized treatment plans. We know that all these devices produce huge amounts of data that can be overwhelming and difficult to interpret. That's where we show our value, working with people with diabetes to understand the data and how it can be meaningfully applied to their daily lives and sharing the data findings with their providers. it is up to us to position ourselves as the go-to experts in this field, stay up to date on the latest management technologies, and understand how they can best be utilized. At AAde, we are launching dANA this summer to help you gain all of this information in one place and be the go-to for technology and data utilization.
We Drive Quality and Access to Care
We know our patients, and out of anyone on the care team, we often spend the most time focused on diabetes self-care and management with them. We have the knowledge and background to serve as effective advocates for our patients, and with that comes the need for increasing awareness and a call to action. We must engage in legislation that impacts our specialty as diabetes experts and those we serve. Through AAde, we have the collective opportunity to address legislation and champion the needs of our patients. i encourage you to get involved in your local AAde coordinating body (CB) or local networking group (LNG). They are your allies, support system, and network of experts at the state level, and your involvement will be a win-win for your career and your state CB.
often, we may feel invisible to primary care, hospital systems, and the communities we serve. our future is in sharing the positive results and outcomes of our daily routines such as in case studies, lay and professional publications, grand rounds, blogs, research, conferences, poster presentations, and speaking engagements. AAde is here to help amplify your voice, and we are actively working on programs that share benefits and proven outcomes with payors, regulatory agencies, and provider groups. We are committed and focused as your professional organization to ensuring you are visible and valued so diabetes educators are no longer the buried treasure but an openly appreciated and recognized team member. n " The secret of your future is hidden in your daily routine."
-Mike Murdock

